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NSC BRIRFING 29 September 1960
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LAOCS

The top military cosmanders from the rival canps of Premier Souvaana
Phouna nd of Generasl Pheumti and Prince Boun Oum, meeting yenterday
(38 September) im Luang Prebang, sgreed to a cease-fire pendi:y the
outcons of a full-dress golitical conference which is to begin withii
five days.
Kiag Savang had for two wesks beex pushing for a military commnders’
conference, a8 & means of breaking the impasee which threatenms: the
dismemberment of Laos, but kad been unable to induce Phosmi ti: come
to Luang Prabang.
A. Phoumi fimally bowed tp pressures from aamsusder of SOuUrces ,
imcluding his uncle, Narshal Sarit of Thailand.
1. Phoumi's military reverss at Paksane--his troops were ¢rivea
from there by Captain Kong le‘s paratroopers--probably also
& factor,
B. Noreover, Phoumild supply aad financial positions are extremely
weak and he may finally heve ducided that he camnot retaks
Yientiane.

I}I. Pathet Lao forces which have beea advanciag on the town of Saz Nems,

with its airfield, sisce about the first of the meath, are reported
t0 have occupied town and sirfield vital to defense of Sam News

Province.
A. The thres-battalion garrison is now out of ruiofguet *ith

D&

Phouni's hesdguarters in mmt.w
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B. &ituation clouded by fact that Vientiane radio claime tha: the

Sescond Military Region, haviag jurisdiction over Sam Reua, has

¥ swung from Phouni to suppert of the Vientiane goveramant.

1. It is pessible that, following this revelt, some desl was
made with the Pathet Lao,

- Whatever happens in San Mesa, SRy political compromise betwee:.

Scuvanna and FPhouni will be difficult to bring off.
A. Phouni almost certainly will demsnd resumption of the parsmount

c.

rele he played in military affairs prior to the Eong Le cowp, an

arrangement which probably would be unacceptable to Kong le.

Kong Le, with his Faksaas success, will east a long shadoy on

the confersance even though he will probhbly not atteamd.

Aunother problem, if Seuvanna's resignation is demanded as

military leaders reportedly plsr to do, will be the sslection of

& maiually acceptadble new premier.

In the realm of policy, the disagreement on how to deal with

the Patdet Lac and on Laos' iamternmatiomal orieatadion will have

to be resolved.

1. Kiag is said persensily to favoer retura to precoup policies
of militant anti-cosamnism at home and 3 pro-Western siance
abroad.

4. BRetura to these policies would b unscceptable to Kong e,
however, and unpalatible to Souvanaas.

Even if a nev patchwork compromise is worked out in Luang Prabang,
there is 0o guarantes that the contending factions would live up to

it.
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Vi. DPerhaps the greatest danger is the poasibility that the political
talks might fail, followed by the declaration of a2 separate stste
by Phouni and Boun Oum in southern Lacs.
¥Yil. The Souvanns govermment, seanvhile, has taken s first step toward
carrying out its pledge of greater neutrality by suggestiag te the
Soviet ambassador in Phaom Penk that he also b nccredited to Laos.
4. Bouvamna had previously iandicated to Amsrican officials that he
would probably stop short of establishing relations with Asian
Communist states but that he would try to reduce relations with
South Vietaam from ths ambassadorial to the comsular level and
to remove the Chiaese Naticzalist consulate established is early
1989,

B. Implementation of these plans is, of course, subject to the
outcons of the impeanding political conference.
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